Graduates are awarded a professional Master of Medical Nutrition (MMN) degree from the University of Nebraska Medical Center (UNMC).
How to Apply
For information on how to apply to the Medical Nutrition Internship Program, visit the "How to Apply (https://www.unmc.edu/alliedhealth/ education/mne/admission/apply.html)" website. For information on application deadlines and interview dates, visit the "Application Deadline (http://www.unmc.edu/alliedhealth/education/deadlines.html)" website.
Degree Requirements
Students must successfully complete all didactic and clinical course requirements to be considered for the master's degree in Medical Nutrition. Successful completion requires at least a 3.0 grade point average.
The curriculum is competency based. Students completing the MMN program are prepared for entry-level practice and are qualified to take the Commission on Dietetic Registration (CDR) credentialing examination to become a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist.
Academic Medical Center Learning Environment
The nutrition therapy rotations are provided at Nebraska Medicine, the primary clinical teaching site for UNMC. 
Certification
Graduates of the Medical Nutrition program are well prepared for careers in dietetics and nutrition and are eligible to take the national registration examination for dietitians administered by the Commission on Dietetic Registration, the credentialing agency for the Academy of Nutrition and Dietetics.
About the Profession
The UNMC Dietetic Internship Program will prepare you to be a Registered Dietitian (RD) or Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (RDN), a food and nutrition expert who works in a wide variety of employment settings. An RD understands the science of nutrition and is skilled in the art of teaching and counseling.
Educational and professional requirements for Registered Dietitians (RD) or Registered Dietitian Nutritionists (RDN) include:
• Complete a minimum of a Baccalaureate degree granted by a US regionally accredited university or college, or foreign equivalent.
• Complete current minimum academic requirements (Didactic Program in Dietetics) as approved by the Accreditation Council for Education in Nutrition and Dietetics (ACEND) of the Academy of Nutrition and Dietetics.
• • Successfully Complete the Registration Examination for Dietitians administered by the Commission on Dietetic Registration (CDR).
• Remit the annual registration fee.
• Comply with the Professional Development Portfolio (PDP) recertification requirements administered by the Commission on Dietetic Registration (CDR).
To learn more about the educational requirements and accredited education programs, please visit the Academy of Nutrition and Dietetics Student Center (http://www.eatright.org/BecomeanRDorDTR/ content.aspx?id=8142) website.
Registered dietitians who provide patient care must be licensed in most states -in Nebraska they are Licensed Medical Nutrition Therapists. These professionals generally work in hospitals or other health care facilities, such as outpatient clinics. They are key members of the health care team and perform such services as:
• Assessing and monitoring nutritional status of patients;
• Developing care plans to complement the patient's overall plan of medical care;
• Counseling patients and their families to help them achieve nutrition care goals relating to varied health conditions, and
• Working with the physician to manage enteral and parenteral nutrition support for patients who are not able to meet their nutritional needs with oral diet.
Registered dietitians have many other career opportunities, including:
• Food and nutrition related businesses and industries -foodservice systems management, communications, consumer affairs, product development, sales...
• Community nutrition -government sponsored public health programs, teaching the public, program development for target audiences, counseling in health clinics on topics related to pregnancy, infant feeding, geriatric care...
• Sports nutrition and corporate wellness programs -client education about food and fitness...
• Private practice -consulting with long-term care facilities, nursing homes, restaurants, distributors, athletes, providing medical nutrition therapy for individuals/groups...
• Teaching and research -conducting research in laboratories or clinical settings, teaching medical students and allied health students...
• Writing -newsletters, newspaper columns, magazine columns for the public...
Career Outlook
According to the Bureau of Labor Statistics, employment of dietitians and nutritionists is projected to grow 16 percent from 2014 to 2024, much faster than the average for all occupations.
Registered dietitians work in a wide variety of employment settings, including hospitals, research facilities or universities, food and nutrition related businesses and industries, community nutrition such as government sponsored public health programs or program development, sports nutrition and corporate wellness programs.
Certified Registered Dietitians' salaries can range from $51,000 to $88,000 with a median salary of $58,920.
Curriculum
The MMN program includes 50 semester credit hours of didactic and clinical coursework, which include approximately 1560 hours of supervised learning experiences.
Classes are conducted on Mondays and supervised practice experiences are scheduled Tuesdays-Fridays during the fall-spring-summer terms.
The second fall term is devoted to specified coursework and independent study that includes completion of a major capstone project. Service learning and community nutrition experiences also occur on selected evenings and weekend days throughout the program. The program is full-time, including scheduled courses, experiential learning and independent projects. Additional preparation time, outside of scheduled experiences, will be required for successful completion of classes and clinical rotations.
The academic calendar for the 1.5-year program includes enrollment during the fall-spring-summer semesters (Year 1) and fall semester (Year 2).
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